
             Graphic Communication
                  A Level

Year 1 - Workshop Project & Personal Project

Develop skills in photography, drawing, painting, printing, developing typography, 
using Photoshop and design development through a series of workshops.
Explore and analyse the work of artists, designers and illustrators.
Experiment with a variety of media and composition.
Explore the theory of colour, branding, logos and symbolism.
Choose from a range of themes.
Develop design sketchbooks and final outcomes.

Graphic Design is a mixture of ART endorsements covering traditional and digital 
drawing and collage, paper cutting and folding, printmaking, photography, 
typography and branding, logo creation and much more! You get to make a wide 
range of outcomes such as posters, packaging, web design, book covers, record 
sleeves, magazines, brochures, leaflets, badges, bags and T shirts to name a few. 

Year 2 - Personal Investigation & Externally Set Assignment

More focused and independent projects with a wide range of starting points and 
design briefs to choose from.
Learn how to research, plan and develop a sustained project.
Develop skills learnt in Year 1 - Extend your skills on Photoshop and start to 
explore Illustrator & InDesign
Choose the direction of your work and choice of media.
Document your research and creative process in a sketchbook and
design boards.
Produce professional standard design developments and a final outcome/series of 
outcomes



          What Equipment Will I Need?

PC’s: It will be helpful to your studies for you to have easy access to a PC at home. 
You will mostly be using Google Drive, Google Docs and Google Slides as part of this 
home learning. 

Art Supplies to purchase from the shop throughout the year….

A2 Clear Plastic Art Portfolio
A3 or 30cm Square Black paged ring bound sketchbooks
Double Sided Tape
A1 Foam Board (for mounting final pieces)
Print credit (for printing sketchbooks and final pieces)

Estimated cost of the course: During the course you will be expected to print some of 
your work but overall costs are kept as low as possible. You will need some basic 
stationary but most of our course is digital. Overall students estimate the total cost of 
the course to be £75-£150 depending on print choices made. 

Additional Extras

Photoshop: You are not required to purchase Adobe 
Photoshop as all the PC’s at college have full access to the 
Adobe Suite and are easily accessible during study periods, 
however many students often end up purchasing the student 
version of Photoshop (Photoshop Elements) which costs 
between £70 - £87. 

Wacom Drawing Tablets: You are not required to purchase 
drawing tablets as these are easily accessible in lessons and 
can be loaned out from the library and Art Technicians to use 
during college time. However some students do like to buy 
these so that they can work from home. We use the Wacom 
Intuos S which retails around £70



Frequently Asked Questions
Is it like Graphic Design at School?
Our course is ART based and aims to teach you new and exciting skills such as 
Photoshop, Illustrator, how to draw with Wacom Tablets, how to layer designs, 
printmaking, typography and much more. Unlike Graphic Design at school we don’t 
use materials such as wood and perspex to create outcomes - it is not a Graphic 
Products course. We mainly cover the 2D arty side of Graphic Design and 
Illustration and create outcomes such as posters, billboards, banners, DVD covers, 
CD covers, book jackets, packaging, leaflets and much more!

YOU DO NOT NEED A GCSE IN ART OR GRAPHICS TO STUDY THIS AT A LEVEL. 
AT BARTON PEVERIL YOU CAN ALSO STUDY MORE THAN ONE ART SUBJECT. 

Is there a lot of homework?
You will be required to complete 4.5 hours of independent study a week. This 
includes completing work, developing ideas and researching. You will have allocated 
study periods on your timetable to help complete this can can use the Graphics 
Studios or study arounds around college to complete this. The full Adobe suite is 
available on all college PC’s so it is super easy to complete work outside of lesson. 

Do you go on any trips?
Yes - we go on at least one trip a year to visit galleries and exhibitions such as 
New Designers in London. We also have a department residential trip to explore 
art work further a field in places like Europe, Japan and New York!

Any More Questions? Please email Sarah Talling (Graphics Subject Leader)
SBT@barton.ac.uk



Summer Pre-work
To prepare you for the Graphics Course

Choose two of the themes below that you would like to explore as part of your first 
workshop based project. 

● Take 30 - 40 photos for each theme 
● Be as creative as possible with your image taking - explore a range of 

objects/locations/people/props etc.... 
● Zoom in and out of your subject matter - explore different angles - take from 

above, below and the side
● PRINT your favourite 15 images and bring in the rest digitally (memory 

stick/google drive) to your first lessons 

Need Inspiration?
Scan this QR 
code to see our 
Pinterest Board of 
Inspiration and 
look at previous 
work on our 
Instagram page 

@bartonpeverilgraphics


