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Covid-19 cases at College
In the past week we have had an uptick in the number of positive cases at college, with six students reported to us.  Three had not been 
in college, but the other three cases led to a significant number of other students having to self-isolate: 53 in total. It has illustrated just 
how easily a few positive cases in our community can lead to a large number of students having to stay off college, often for two weeks. 
There are many secondary schools with whole year groups who have been isolated and even a whole secondary school closed for two 
weeks in Alresford. The situation would have been substantially worse this term had we attempted to have all classes taught in college.

Arrangements for reporting positive 
Covid-19 tests in the holiday period
• We will be contactable until 23 December 2020 for you to 

inform us about positive test results.  After that we will not 
be contactable until 4 January 2021.  

• The Government requests that if a pupil or a member of 
staff tests positive up to 23 December and the symptoms 
started within 48 hours of last having attended College, you 
must telephone the College and report this.  We will then 
help Public Health England identify close contacts.  

• If a pupil has a positive test having developed symptoms 
more than 48 hours since being in College, parents and 
carers should follow the contact tracing instructions 
provided by NHS Test & Trace.  You should not contact the 
College. 

• Once College starts again on 4 January you should contact 
us if a student tests positive from that date onwards.

Students who should still come into College  
in the first week of the Spring term
If a student is vulnerable there will be a risk assessment carried 
out by the College and a discussion about whether it is best to 
attend College.  This must be agreed before the end of term on 
18 December.

If a student does not have adequate access to online lessons at 
home:  Any student in this position must agree their situation 
with their SPA and they will be booked into the Library or other 
study space to join the online lesson.  This must be agreed 
before the end of term on 18 December.

Vocational courses: Many vocational courses have controlled 
assessments or exam board tests in the first three weeks of term.  
These will take place. Students should attend any exams that are 
scheduled.  Dates and Times are on the Exams section of Studio.  

Vocational courses exam preparation lessons: Following 
discussion with course leaders, students studying the following 
vocational courses have some classes to attend in these subjects 
on site in week 1 of the Spring term to help them prepare better 
for imminent exams. The best way for students to be sure if 
this applies to them is to look at their Timetable on Studio. The 
course affected are:

• Business BTEC year 1

• Business BTEC year 2

• Engineering Cambridge Tech year 1

• Health and Social Care Cambridge Tech (one class for one 
lesson - see timetable)

• IT Cambridge Tech

• Law BTEC year 1

• Law BTEC year 2

• Media Cambridge Tech year 1

• Media Cambridge Tech year 2 

• Sport Cambridge Tech year 1

• Sport Cambridge Tech Extended Certificate Year 2

Online lessons for the first week of the 
Spring term
The first week of next term will be online lessons for students 
(with a few exceptions listed below).  All staff will be in college, 
and all support services will continue online (such as counselling, 
college nurse, careers appointments etc).  Buses will run for 
those few students coming in (including those with vocational 
exams).  Some food services will be available.

In the NewsIetter on 27th November, I mentioned the spike we 
had experienced following the autumn half term and the buffer 
effect CAPs week has had on reducing close contacts.  Above all, 
we need to avoid the positive cases from Christmas and New 
Year coming into college before they have symptoms or have 
been tested and infecting others, or triggering a large number 
of close contacts to be sent home, or infecting staff who then 
may be unable to teach classes. We believe this is the best route 
to minimise disruption to our students education and maximise 
teaching and learning. This should be reflected on student 
timetables for the w/b 4 January on the intranet (see Studio). 

Wishing you a very happy family time this Christmas holiday!
The staff join me in thanking you for your support over the past term and wish you happiness, peace and good health over the festive 
season.
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Good News about the Government’s 
approach to exams in Summer 2021
There has been a really significant shift in the Government’s 
position on exams in the summer.  The detail is yet to be fully 
worked out but the most important points as I read it are:  

• Exams this summer will be taking place and are unlikely 
to be cancelled as they have been in Scotland, Wales, and 
Northern Ireland.  

• Over the next two months the exam boards will provide a 
good indication of what topics questions will be on in the 
exam. Staff will therefore be able to help students prepare 
especially well for those topics.  

• Grading will be applied nationally in the same proportion 
as last year which was more generous than historically.  This 
means there will be ‘grade inflation’ built into the awards 
made by the exam boards in order to help avoid students 
being disadvantaged long term by the pandemic.  

• In the event that a student is too ill to sit exams, 
arrangements will be in place to try to ensure they are still 
awarded a grade.

What might the vaccine mean for College 
students?
We are hoping that as vaccination roles out, and the most 
vulnerable are protected, this may lead to greater flexibility to 
return the college to the busy, exciting,and dynamic place it is!

However, it will probably not be until staff, and possibly not until 
students have had the vaccine, that major change in the way we 
operate can happen.  I know as a student and a parent you want 
to know when it will be possible to have all lessons in college. 
We are currently aiming to have second year students in college 
full time from 1st February and first years from 19th April (the 
start of the Summer Term). But as we all know, this is entirely 
dependent upon what happens over the coming months.

National Media Coverage
This term, Barton Peveril students and staff have received local 
and national coverage in the news because of their incredible 
accomplishments!

Student Aimee Bancroft was featured on BBC South Today after 
qualifying for the South Region BMX Championships, after 
another successful season.

Click here.

Subject Leader for Media Studies, Trish Kiloh, was featured 
on BBC South Today after amassing millions of views for her 
teaching-based content on short-form video sharing platform 
TikTok.

Click here.

Student Ryan Granger received praise from Adrian Chiles in 
an article from The Guardian, after impressing the radio and 
television presenter when discussing politics during Chiles’ 
show on BBC Radio 5 Live.

Click here.

Awards
Barton Peveril staff have once again been recognised for their 
outstanding work in the education sector.

Subject Leader for Learning Support, Laura Stephens, won a 
Silver Award in the Pearson National Teaching Awards. Stephens 
won the Silver Award in the Digital Innovator of the Year 
category.

Teacher of Sport and Talented Athlete Scholarship Scheme 
(TASS) Dual Careers Coordinator, Alix Christopher, has won the 
Community Impact Award in the Hampshire Education Awards 
2020.

Pictured: Laura Stephens (left) and Alix Christopher (right) with 
their respective awards.

https://youtu.be/KLGtrbaaknM
https://youtu.be/ZjR-F_3wOEw
https://www.theguardian.com/society/commentisfree/2020/dec/02/when-it-comes-to-politics-teenagers-can-teach-the-experts-a-thing-or-two

