
 

 
 
 

WELCOME TO RELIGIOUS STUDIES A LEVEL 
 

Welcome to RS and thank you for signing up to the course. 
 

 
 
The A-Level as you will probably remember from taster days or have seen from the promotional materials in 
the college prospectus is based around 3 subject areas, Buddhism (as the religious study), ethics and 
philosophy. 
We begin with the religious study in Buddhism as our first section of the Year 1 course. Doing the religious 
study first will help those of you how have never done the religious study bit to acquire new skills quickly, it 
will also give you the early grounding to be able to discuss Buddhism with the ethics and philosophy topics 
that we will be crossing over with in the following lessons 
 
Every lesson in RS has pre-work, usually about 90 minutes per lesson, but this can be more or less, 
depending on the topic and lesson. 
Pre-work is always set out in the same way, it will be both in the booklet and also posted in Google Classroom 
(You will sign up to your classroom in lesson 1). 
 
PRE WORK 

• Watch the documentary on the attached link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LwRi-
vsdBrE&list=PLl8AORG-tSR3xJdkLSw-L5kaZ4wThT7Zb in case the link is not working it is called 
“Genius Of The Ancient World: The Buddha” it is a BBC documentary (the BBC can get a bit funny 
about their material online, so there is a running battle with it being taken down and put back up. 

• Watch the documentary and make detailed notes on the life, teaching and ideas of Siddhartha 
Gautama (the Buddha) 

• When you have completed this task, conduct some additional research that you may present how 
you like (notes, PPT, etc) to expand on some of the key concepts with in the documentary.  

• HINT: examine Dukkha, anicca, anatta, the four noble truths, the 8 fold path and nirvana to cover 
the basics, you will need to cover more for better understanding. Start forming good habits now! 

• Bring a printed copy of you research and your documentary notes to the first lesson. 

 
We are very much looking forward to meeting you in Lesson 1, good luck with 

your first pre-work activity 
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